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Roots run deep in this tight-knit community,

| allowing it to weather and embrace change.

“Rut” Leland 1T with a smile. “We now have four restaurants and a
cook al the Exxon on the highway.”

Four places to eat seems a small thing to some, but it's a big change for this
tranquil fishing village of about 450 people. Most residents love their town
for its natural beauty and serenity rather than an array of cosmapolitan ameni-
ties. “You have to like it to live here,” Rut saps. “People who don't like it think
it's the middle of nowhers”

M cClellanville is experiencing a restaurant boom,” says Mayor Rutledge

“Nowhere" |s the Place To Be
Surrounded by Francis Marion MNarional Forest and Bulls Bay, MoClellanville
lies 35 miles northeast of Charleston—far enough to keep it from being a full-
Hedged bedroom community, but close enough for day-trippers 1o enjoy the
local shopping, arts, and dining. “The biggest thing that ever happened to this
place was when they widened U.S. 17 to four lanes,” Rut says.

Proximity to Charleston and 1w Pawleys Island, easy access to fishing and
hunting, nearly nonexistent crime, and its friendly atmosphere combine 1o
foster another kind of boom in McClellanville—real estate. Increased property
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vitlues—in additicn to newcomers
seeking a quiet lifestyle—boost the
community’s economy and support
local businesses,

“Our first $1 million property sold
a few vears xgo,” says Mary Dule; town
administrator and its only foll-time
emplirvee. “We couldn’t believe it then,
but it's becoming mote common.”
Tax revenues have increased accord-
ingly, she says, financing a new coun-
ty emergency services building and
better fire protection. Other recent
bonuses inchede two nonprofis fumd-
ed through grants and donations: the
creation of a village museum and an
arts counecil, which offers classes and
events such as concerts.

The Long, Dark Night

Today's success Fepresents a major
comeback for this community, Hur-
ricane Hopo made landfall ar MeClel-
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larville in the middle of the mght
on September 21, 1989, The follow-
ing morning, the town was unrec-
ognizable,

The storm tossed boats onto lend,
ruined houses, and buried city streets
under a foot of marsh mod. Aoy live
ks srill standing bost their magnif
cent draping limbs. Residents won-
dered if the town could recover.

Determined To Rebuild
“Tt was five vears after Hurricane Hugo
before | really began to teel normal
again,” says Mary. "It took that long
before 1 could look sround and not see
remunders of the storm everywhere,”
Mary and her hushand, Tommy,
whose family has lived in McCleltan-
ville for generations, never considered
leaving. " Few longrime residents mioved
away, she says,” They're so connected
to the area. It was also a matter of

economics—if this is where you awn
land. vou can't just leave.”

It took courage and hird work
to bring the daily life of the village
back; she savs. “Thisis such & smuall
and close-knit commumnity that we e
almost like extended family, People
wanted to stay here and were deter-
mined 1o rebuild,” Residents returned
almicat immediately to begin repairs,

A Boatload of Concerns
Today, no remmants of the storms
ravages remain—even the moss
drenched oaks fook much as they did
before, The village is postcard prefty,
with Victorian-era houses, szalen-
ladenvards. and a quaint town center,
In wddition to his duties as muyor,
Rut presides over one of McClellan-
villes busiest and most scenic spots—
his processing company, Caroling
Seafood. Al high ride, boats bringing

LEFT: Locals and wisitors alike enjay MoC3allaville's access fo the ocean, SELOW. Tha ennual
Fourih of July pisnic brings townsfolk together in the mumnicipsal park.
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